
5530 PROMOTION AND INTERVENTION 5530 

Promotion standards are based on the belief that students should meet grade level proficiency and 
graduation requirements in order to be promoted to the next grade level or to graduate from school.  The 
purpose of this policy is to ensure that appropriate intervention is provided as early as possible for 
students who are identified as unlikely to meet the promotion standards. 

Aligning with current North Carolina State Board of Education policies, state law, and federal law, Wake 
County is committed to ensuring that promotion standards are based on student demonstration of 
academic growth and proficiency for each grade level.  These masteries are established to provide our 
students with the ability to graduate as globally competitive individuals who are prepared for continuing 
education and/or careers. 

The Superintendent shall develop and implement rules and procedures that are reflective of current State 
Board of Education policies, state law, and federal guidelines.  Where a local rule/procedure is in conflict 
with current state or federal policies or laws, the current state or federal requirements shall be in full force 
and effect.   

In addition, the Superintendent shall develop plans for the creation of transition teams and transition plans 
for students at risk, as defined by the State Board of Education, to assist them in making a successful 
transition between elementary school and middle school years and between middle school and high 
school years.  The Superintendent’s plan shall be submitted for approval by the Board of Education and 
reviewed periodically.  

5530.1.1   Students are required to meet local and state standards for promotions in grades K-8 
that include demonstrated proficiency on local assessments, standardized tests, and 
final progress reports/report cards.  In determining the best educational interests of a 
pupil, appropriate grade placement decisions shall be based upon the mastery of 
critical knowledge and skills including reading, writing, and mathematics and in 
consideration of 
social, emotional, and physical needs.  The educational program shall provide for the 
continuous progress of students. 

In grades 6-8, promotion requirements also include successful course completion, as 
indicated on the final progress report, in English/language arts, and mathematics, and 
either science or social studies and at least fifty percent (50%) of the remaining courses 
taken. 

 5530.1.2        Personal Education Plans (PEPs) must be provided for students in grades K-8 at risk 
for academic failure and who are not successfully progressing toward grade promotion 
and graduation. Parents should be included in the implementation and ongoing review 
of Personal Education Plans. 

5530.1.3      Effective the 2008-2009 school year, all students in grades 3-8 who score at level II on 
End-of-Grade tests in reading mathematics, or science shall be administered Retest 1.  
Parents of students who score at Achievement Level I score shall be given written 
notice of their right to have their student retested.  Schools will require an active parent 
request before providing a re-test to these students. 

5530.2.1          In grades 9-12, students shall be required to meet local and state standards for 
graduation from high school that include demonstrated proficiency on state tests.  Local 
promotion requirements are based on credits, which may be earned by successful 
completion of specific courses.  A high school course carrying a one-unit credit must be 



scheduled for a minimum of 150 hours.  A course carrying a fractional part of one unit or 
multiples of one unit must be scheduled for proportional fractions or multiples of 150 
hours.  Magnet and block schedule high schools are exceptions to these guidelines. 

5530.2.2         Personal Education Plans (PEPs) must be provided for students in grades 9-12 at risk for 
academic failure and who are not successfully progressing toward grade promotion and 
graduation. Parents should be included in the implementation and ongoing review of 
Personal Education Plans. 

 Students will be notified annually of graduation course requirements as defined in both the 
Wake County Public School System High School Program Planning Guide and Middle 
School Program Planning Guide. 

Whenever a student completes graduation requirements early or late, the student: 
      A.     May elect to graduate prior to the end of the academic year. 

                       B.     May not participate in any extracurricular activities or athletics after mid-year 
graduation. 

      C.  May participate in graduation practice and ceremony at the principal' discretion if a 
written request from the parent/guardian has been received within two weeks of the 
end of the final semester of study. 

5530.2.3    Effective 2009-2010, all public school students who score at Achievement Level II on an 
EOC assessment shall be administered Retest 1.  Testing and retesting provisions are 
made according to NCDPI policy.                                                                                                                                  

5530.3.1    Parent consultation and involvement, including timely notification, is required for K-12 
students at risk of not meeting promotion and/or graduation standards and requirements. 

5530.3.2    Focused intervention strategies and accelerated activities will be provided to meet the 
needs of identified students. 

5530.3.3    To the extent possible, all students with disabilities shall participate in the student 
accountability standards for elementary, middle, and high school levels. 

5530.3.4    Students with limited English proficiency are required to meet the same promotion 
standards as all other students.  However, in accordance with federal law, English 
language proficiency cannot be the factor that determines whether or not a student has 
met performance standards. 

5530.3.5    It is the responsibility of the school principal to determine the appropriate grade level for 
each student.  In determining the appropriate grade level for a student who is already 
attending a public school, the principal shall consider the student' classroom work and 
grades, the student' scores on standardized tests and the best educational interests of 
the student.  If a principal' decision to retain a child is partially based on the student' 
scores on standardized tests, the test scores shall be verified as accurate.  A decision to 
retain or promote a student may be appealed to the Board as provided in the Student 
Grievance Policy 6520 which allows a student, parent, or guardian to initiate the 
grievance procedure when there is evidence that a final administrative decision has 
violated a board policy or regulation and procedure, or state or federal law or regulation.  
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